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Chapter Commonwealth jurisdiction. In Canada the residuary
__I jurisdiction rests with the Dominion, but judicial in-
terpretation has greatly restricted the force of this rule.
Fifthly, the power to disallow provincial Acts is given
to the Dominion Government, and it was long used to
protect Dominion interests, though its use is now largely
in abeyance. In the Commonwealth State Acts can be
disallowed only by the King, and there is no instance
on record in which disallowance has been expressed on
the wishes of the Commonwealth* Sixthly, the Canadian
federation authorises the creation of federal courts, but
assumes that, unless deprived of jurisdiction, the pro-
vincial courts are competent to deal with all federal
questions. The Commonwealth constitution provides
for the exercise of federal jurisdiction by federal courts,
and for the assignment to State courts of federal juris-
diction.
(4) The intention of Sir J. Macdonald was as far as
possible to reduce the status of the provinces to that
of local government authorities. This explains the de-
liberate determination to prevent appointment of the
Lieutenant-Governors by the Crown. They would then
be deemed to have a delegation of the royal preroga-
tive, while, if appointed by the Governor-General on
the advice of his ministers, they would be servants of
the federal government. Similarly the legislatures were
to be under control; their bills were to be subject to
reservation on Dominion instructions, and it was early
determined that, in exercising the power to disallow,
the Governor-General was to act on Dominion advice.
As the Crown was not to be really present as part of
the legislature, their competence would virtually be
that of local government bodies. Access to the British